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A garden-inspired retreat in Rgmson
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In the kitchen area, the light-
ing really shines. The elegant
pendant lanterns in celadon with

gilt gold accents is from Visual
Comfort, and the Capiz shell and

luxe gold dining room chandelier
is by Corbett Lighting. A muted
soft white, celadon, and sage
green palette prevails.

It 15 not uncommon for a hxury residence in

Naples, FL, to be the second home of a snow-

bird. It is unusual, however, when a Neopoli-

tan builds a second home up north. But that's
exactly what happened when a couple who lives in
Naples decided to make New Jersey the location for
their part-time family retreat. Originally from New
Jersey, the pair wanted to be closer to their grown chil-
dren and grandchildren who settled there, so a second
home in the state made perfect sense.

Familiar with the area, the couple fell in love with
Bingham Park, a hwary boutique community in
Rumson, NJ, developed by Roger Mumford Homes.
Rumson is a picturesque beach town nestled along
the Navesink and Shrewsbury rivers with a serene,
upscale vibe, making it feel worlds away from the
hubbub of New York City. The town is popular for its
charm as well as its proximity to the city, which is just
a short ferry ride away. The development, consisting
of 18 homes on five beautifully manicured acres, offers
spacious, coastal, Colonial-style homes with high-end
tinishes, brick walkways, gas lantern-lit entrances and
bluestone patios.

The new owners wanted to involve their interior
designer from the very beginning of the project, even
before construction began. The choice of Jinx McDon-
ald Interior Designs (JMID) was a natural one since
they had worked with the design firm on two previ-
ous projects: their primary home in Naples, and sec-
ond one in Atlantic Highlands, NJ. JMID is one of
Naples’ most respected design firms, renowned for
its award-winning residences, renovations and model
homes around the country, with interiors that com-
bine luxury, sophistication and comfort.
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“We were very fortunate that they
hired us as they began their new
journey in this custom-built home.
The entire experience felt like a
collaboration among friends.”

JANINE BELUME, JINX MCDONALD INTERIOR DESIGN

The team at JMID included Beth Walker-Fenton and Janine
Blume, both award-winning licensed designers with decades of ex-
perience in the interior design industry. They are known for their
attention to detail, talent for communication, and great eye for col-
or, which they bring to each project in which they are involved. “We
already knew the clients from previous work we did together,” Janine
says of the relationship with this couple. “We were very fortunate that
they hired us as they began their new journey in this custom-built
home. The entire experience felt like a collaboration among friends.”

The traditionally designed 4,500-square-foot, three-bedroom,
four-and-a-half-bathroom house was a blank canvas just waiting to
be filled with fixtures, finishes, furnishings and artwork to welcome
the new owners.

Janine recounts that the project began with a nearly week-long
trip to New Jersey, first to tour the model home to get a sense of its
layout and feel, and then to visit the Roger Mumford Homes Design
Center in Red Bank. There, they chose the cabinetry, wood tlooring,
countertops, bathroom tiles, paint colors, plumbing fixtures and cab-
inet hardware. Upon their return to Naples, the team completed the
specification stage by selecting furniture and furnishings, including
area rugs, drapery, table lamps, accessories and artwork. “No detail
was overlooked,” Beth explains, “such as the ceiling details and the
dining room bar with its stunning hourglass mullions.”

“We told the story of the house,” Janine adds. “We were involved
in everything, including the ceiling details, built-ins and every single
tile on the backsplash in the bar area. There were a lot of custom
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choices and decisions to be made.” As the pair began their design work,
the theme of an elegant garden palette emerged. They chose a soft gar-
den palette to bring a sense of the outdoors into the space, “with colors
seamlessly tlowing into the furniture and furnishings, continuing the
garden-inspired aesthetic through layering natural elements and tex-
tures,” says Janine.

One of the clients’ goals was to have ample space for family gather-
ings, and contemporary, durable furniture that was also comfortable.
Janine and Beth created the perfect spot with a spacious and welcom-
ing great room on the main level of the home. Here, a custom sectional
faces a fireplace wall decorated in vertical shiplap and painted a crisp
Chantilly lace. This grand room is beautifully finished off with a classi-
cal fireplace surround, a custom-built layered mantel, and custom wood
beams on the ceiling.

The rec room was designed with entertaining and festive occasions
in mind. It features an oversized walk-in wine room and a chat area

graced with Ttalian swivel chairs upholstered in lush suede. Its glamor-

ous bar and custom bar-height island with a Calacatta quartz counter-
top are among its main attractions. An antique tiled mirror adorns the
bar’s backsplash, and above the countertop is custom-made glass-and-
metal shelving with a luxe gold finish. In the TV area of the room, an-
other roomy, cozy sectional accented with chic toss pillows faces a focal
wall featuring Town and Country Cabinetry.
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As with most projects, however, there
were a few challenges along the way. In the
rec room, custom shelves were designed to
frame the two bespoke transom windows.
The intricate work, which relied on ex-
act measurements, had to be coordinated
among the designers, shelving company and
builder, who added plywood support in the
ceiling to support the shelves before the dry-
wall was installed. Once the countertop was
put in place, more measurements were tak-
en so theshelves could be built to exact spec-
ifications. Because the shelves were highly
specialized, yet another supplier had to be
hired just for their installation. Despite the
many moving parts and all that could have
gone wrong, the process ended up being
seamless, with fabulous results.

Asafinal touch, Janine and Beth oversaw
the installation of the furniture, area rugs,
window treatments and artwork, all within
a tight timeline. The project was completed
just in time for its photo op and for the own-
ers to settle in. The result is an elegant riv-
erside retreat designed for a growing family;
tinished with a level of refinement and ele-
gance that ensures its place among JMID'’s
most memorable projects. ¢

Resources: Interior Designer: |inx McDonald Inte-
rior Design; Beth Walker-Fenton, Designer; lanine
Elume, Designer; Maples, FL; 232 5%6.4800; jinmc-
donald.com . Builder: Roger Mumford Homes; Red
Eank, N|; 7328421580, rogermumfordhomes.com.
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